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EARTHQUAKE ALERTS 


A seismic reminder 


This week’s magnitude 4.0 earthquake near Molalla shows the value 
of an early warning system and reminds of a much stronger 1993 quake 


WATER BUREAU 


Utility suit 
set for $10M 
settlement 


If the City Council approves the 
payments, it would conclude a 6-year 
dispute over use of ratepayer funds 


Jessica Floum The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Portland is prepared to pay $10 million to settle a six- 
year lawsuit alleging city officials spent water customers’ 
money on things that had nothing to do with providing 
clean water. 

A judge ruled in January that the city had indeed broken 
the rules and spent millions of water and sewer ratepayer 
funds on parks programs and other non-water-related pro- 
grams. The judge also ruled that much of the city spending 
that ratepayers had questioned was legitimate. 

Water Bureau Commissioner Nick Fish and opposing 
attorney John DiLorenzo announced the proposed $10 
million settlement Friday morning. The Portland City 
Council will consider approving the settlement Wednes- 
day. 

If the council votes yes, the city will repay the util- 
ity bureaus $7 million from its general fund of taxpayer 
money. It will pay DiLorenzo’s law firm $3 million. 

SEE SETTLEMENT, A6 
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Students and neighbors look over the destruction at Molalla High School in 1993 after a 
magnitude 5.6 quake struck along the Mount Angel fault. Oregonian file photo 


Kale Williams 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Soon after he got home 
Wednesday evening, Leland 
O’Driscoll, a manager with 
the Pacific Northwest Seis- 
mic Network, pulled out his 
laptop and began monitor- 
ing the seismographs sprin- 
kled around Oregon. 

Just after 5:24 p.m., an 
alarm blared and a digitized 
voice spilled out of his com- 
puter in urgent tones. 

“Earthquake! Earth- 
quake!” 

The ground had begun to 
shake south of Molalla, and 
the energy from the quake 
would reach O’Driscoll’s home 
in seconds, his screen showed. 

The magnitude 4.0 tem- 
blor wasn’t strong enough 
to be felt in Eugene, where 
O’Driscoll lives and works 
out of the University of Ore- 
gon, but the early warning 
was valuable nonetheless. 

“It was a good demon- 
stration of how this technol- 
ogy works,” he said, refer- 
ring to the state’s ShakeAlert 
system, a series of seismo- 
graphic sensors carpeted 
over the state that can give 
users of the system an early 
warning when a quake hits. 


NOT IF, BUT WHEN 

The wobble underneath 
Molalla on Wednesday night 
may have brought back some 
memories for longtime Ore- 
gonians. 

The magnitude 4.0 earth- 
quake that hit about 30 miles 
south of Portland didn’t cause 
any major damage or inju- 
ries, but it hit in the exact 
same area as a stronger quake 
that shook the area in 1993 
— a magnitude 5.6 temblor, 
which hit at 5:34 a.m., known 
officially as the Scotts Mills 
earthquake and unofficially 
as the Spring Break quake. 
SEE QUAKE, A6 


TAX PLAN 


Republican bill gains enough support to pass 


Congressional Republi- 
cans secured enough support 
Friday to pass their tax plan, 
a measure that would deliver 
a major legislative victory to 
President Donald Trump and 
make tax changes affecting 
nearly every American family 
and business. 


Now on board: Passage 
appeared certain after two 
critical holdouts, Sens. Marco 
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Rubio, R-Fla., and Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., said they would vote 
for the bill next week. 


Rubio’s reasoning: Rubio 
insisted on an expansion 
of the child tax credit in 
exchange for his vote, and 
GOP leaders relented. 


Corker’s concern: Corker’s 
support was unexpected, as 
he had opposed an earlier 


Comics, A13 
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version of the tax bill amid 
concerns about its addi- 
tions to the deficit. But Fri- 
day he said he viewed the 
bill as a “once-in-a-genera- 
tion opportunity” that, com- 
bined with changes to immi- 
gration and trade policy, 
would help the economy. 


The details: The $1.5 tril- 
lion package would lower the 
corporate tax rate, change 
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individual deductions and 
includes a targeted change 
to the Affordable Care Act. 


The timeline: The House 
and the Senate plan to vote 
on the bill next week. Many 
of its changes — lower rates 
and fewer deductions — 
would go into effect in Janu- 
ary. — Washington Post 


Inside: Story on Page A8. 
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A model of 
vintage luxury 


Much has stayed the 
same in 1927 Oregonian 
Model Home, an English 
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SPORTS 
Blazers win 
again on road 
Portland improves to 2-1 


on its five-game trip with 
a sloppy 95-88 win in 


Tudor-style dwelling. B1 Orlando. C1 
weather ciz = wostycoucy It IMI 
714170 "00025 ''"7 


